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Discretionary Spending and Mandatory Spending
It is essential to understand that the United States treasury subdivides the federal spending to three major categories, which are mandatory spending, discretionary spending as well as interest on the debt. In the United States, both mandatory and discretionary spending constitutes more than 90 percent of the national government spending. The resources allocated in these two categories finance all government services and other programs which are depended by most Americans. The interest on debt consists of interest paid by government on the accumulated debt.  
The discretionary spending consists of budget portion, which is determined by the Congress through annual appropriation process every year (National Priorities Project, 2019). As the President of the United States, I would implement several changes in discretionary spending. For example, the national defense budget would be reduced from the current figure with is about $717 billion and that amount would be used to finance other projects such as education and income security (Koshgarian, 2018). This is essential because the United States has spent huge resources in its defense while the spending of other European countries is significantly low. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mandatory spending refers to the spending which the Congress legislates outside annual appropriations. This spending may be reduced by changing the authorization law. As the president, I would make sure that increase social security spending to about $1.102 trillion; this is mainly because the programs safeguard millions of Americans from destitution. Additionally, this program also functions like anti-poverty programs, which make it essential during budgeting. I would also increase Medicaid allocation to about $500 billion to promote the healthcare needs of Americans with low incomes.  
References
Koshgarian, L. (2018, September 24). Here’s What We Could Have If We Slashed the Military Budget. Retrieved from https://www.jacobinmag.com/2018/09/pentagon-budget-spending-war-military
National Priorities Project. (2019). Federal Spending: Where Does the Money Go. Retrieved from https://www.nationalpriorities.org/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/


